
 

 

Minutes 
Morristown Regional Planning Commission 

January 14, 2014   
 
Members Present Members Absent 
Chairman Jim Beelaert     Commissioner Wayne NeSmith 
Vice-Chairman Bill Thompson 
Secretary Rose Parella  
Councilmember Robert Garrett  
Mayor Danny Thomas      
Commissioner Katy Klose  
Commissioner Jack Kennerly 
Commissioner Ken Smith 
 
 
Others Present 
Alan Hartman, Development Director (see attached attendance sheet)  
Jay Moore, Chief Building Official  
Eual Noah, Fire Marshal   
Buddy Fielder, Asst. City Admr. 
Kat Morilak, Development Services  
 
Chairman Beelaert called the meeting to order and invited anyone who wishes to join the 
Commission in an Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
I. Approval of the December 10th and 31st (called meeting), 2013 minutes. 
 
Commissioner Smith made a motion for approval of the December 10th and 31st, 2013 minutes; 
seconded by Mayor Thomas. Upon voice vote: all ayed. 
 
 
II. REZN 1454-2013: 915 Morelock Road (UGB) / John Moody for Kenneth & Patricia Jenkins 

Estate Agricultural (A-1) to Multifamily Residential (R-2)    
 
 REZN 1455-2013: Spencer Hale Road (UGB) / Randy Corlew for Claude R. Royston 

Agricultural (A-1) to Multifamily Residential (R-2) 
 
Mr. Hartman explained there are two rezoning requests at this meeting, one on Morelock Road 
and the other on Spencer Hale Road. Neither of these properties lay within the city limits of 
Morristown. Both properties lie within the Urban Growth Boundary, therefore recommendations 
to the governing body would be the county commission but needs to pass through the 
Morristown Regional Planning Commission. These requests did come through the county 
planning commission office and we received the information. We have sense been doing the 
administration of these rezoning requests and getting it prepared for the county commission to 
consider.  The final say does lie before the county commission. 
 
Both properties are zoned Agricultural (A-1) Districts in Hamblen County and the request is to 
rezone to Multifamily Residential (R-2). The Multifamily Residential (R-2) is the only district in 
the county zoning which would accommodate multifamily apartment type uses. Both requests 
are for multifamily apartment type complex developments. Both request are related to an  
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application to the Tennessee Housing Development Agency (THDA) to apply for low moderate 
income housing tax credits program that is administrated through the State of Tennessee.  
 
Mr. Hartman explained the first rezoning is at 915 Morelock Road. This is a vacant parcel 
Agricultural (A-1) zoned and proposed for multifamily development. They have submitted a 
preliminary concept plan for the property. There are apartments located at 2900 Clinchview 
Drive, which is located to the south of this property.           
 
Chairman Beelaert explained the key to this issue is an application for funding from THDA. 
There have been a number of applications by developers on different properties and different 
locations. They did not have to come before the planning commission because they were simply 
confirmation of zoning that was in place already. These are the only two rezoning requests that 
lie within the Urban Growth Boundary. These two are unique in that they will be decided, one 
way or the other, on the final zoning by the county commission. We will present it pro or con in 
our recommendation to the county commission and it will be their final decision. Councilmember 
Garrett stated it is in the Urban Growth Boundary area but it does not have adequate fire 
protection. There are no fire hydrant flows adequate for the ISO ratings. There is sanitary sewer 
close to this property. The owners would pay the utility rates.        
 
Commissioner Kennerly made a motion to recommend the rezoning of 915 Morelock Road from 
Agricultural (A-1) to Multifamily Residential (R-2) to the Hamblen County Commission; The 
motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Mr. Hartman explained this property is located on Spencer Hale Road and located outside the 
city limits and inside the Urban Growth Boundary. It is being represented by Mr. Randy Corlew 
for Claude R. Royston. The request is to rezone from Agricultural (A-1) to Multifamily 
Residential (R-2). The property is bounded on three sides by public streets and county roads. A 
schematic was prepared by the proposed developers in the pink area, in the front of the 
property near 25E, reserved for potential commercial development. The greenish area, with the 
orange, is the proposed layout of the multifamily structures and club house. The bluish area 
back on Spencer Hale Road, to the east on the site plan, delineates proper boundaries of the 
flood plain. The utilities are about 5,000 feet away and there are no plans, at this time, to extend 
sewer. A development of this size would probably demand some sewer service instead of septic 
tank, especially in a flood prone area. Councilmember Garrett explained the sewer cost would 
be at the expense of the owner. Morristown Utility System has done an estimate of $750,000 to 
extend sewer to this property. 
 
Chairman Beelaert called for a motion. There was no motion. 
 
 
III. Zoning Text Modifications: Sign Ordinance 
 
Mr. Hartman explained the city attorney is reviewing the proposal that we prepared and he does 
not have a recommendation for the commission tonight. We hope to schedule a work session 
with the commission members to review the changes/recommendation before the next planning 
commission. This is to defer the Zoning Text Modifications to the Sign Ordinance.              
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The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rose Parella 
Secretary 
 
RP/sk 


